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[bookmark: _Toc81989008][bookmark: _Toc88489171]Quarterly Meeting Agenda
 December 8, 2021  
1PM to 4PM 
 ZOOM – Links below



1PM Welcome and Introductions 
Review and Approval June 2021 Quarterly Minutes

Judi Rodger – Moment of Silence in memory

1:15 PM   Department of Transitional Assistance – Disability Access Overview and Discussion
 
Kristin Britton 
Director of Disability Access 
Department of Transitional Assistance


1:45    Committee and Staff Reports 
· Chairs Report 
· State Plan Committee
· 704 Report – Review and approval 
· Public Information and Education Committee Report
· Nominations and Development Report 
· Treasurers Report
· Special Project - Needs Assessment Draft Review and Approval 
· FY22 Special Projects Budget Approval  
· Coordinator’s Report 
3:15 PM Part B Report 
3:30 PM DSE Update
3:45 PM Announcements and Public Comments 

Join Zoom Meeting ID: 437 628 9630
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4376289630

Dial by your location
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
        833 548 0276 US Toll-free
        833 548 0282 US Toll-free



[bookmark: _Toc88489172]MASILC Remote Meeting Procedures

· MASILC meetings are currently being held via ZOOM during the Covid-19 pandemic.  
· Open Meeting Law currently allows for Public Bodies to hold meetings virtually via phone, internet or other option that allows for participants to hear each other. In the event that the meeting cannot be accessed by the public a meeting transcript must be made available. 
· Public bodies are required to provide communication access, with sufficient notice.  MASILC requests at least two week notice for CART or ASL requests. 
· Member attendance will be taken by roll call at the beginning of the meeting.  
· All votes will be taken by roll call 
· Participants are asked to mute themselves unless speaking.  If you are participating by phone you can use *6 to mute and unmute yourself.  
· Participants who are moving around are asked not to show their video as that can be distracting
· During periods of discussion please use the raise your hand feature to be called on for comment.  
· From a phone call dial *9
· From your computer or smart phone there is a button at the bottom of the screen with a hand.  
· Please begin speaking by telling people your name. Do not speak over someone else when they are speaking.  
· ZOOM can be tiring.  We will be taking breaks.  Please feel free to take a break if you need to.  

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4376289630

Meeting ID: 437 628 9630

Dial by your location
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C)
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
        833 548 0276 US Toll-free
        833 548 0282 US Toll-free
Meeting ID: 437 628 9630
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 MASSACHUSETTS STATEWIDE INDEPENDENT LIVING COUNCIL
QUARTERLY MEETING
September 22, 2021 10:30 AM 
ZOOM 
***


 Members Present: Joe Bellil, Coreen Brinkerhoff, Andrew Carr, Mary Dennesen, Elizabeth Franklin, Nancy Garr-Colzie, Steven Higgins, Betty King, Jennifer Lee-Rhambarose, Mark Lewis, Lisa Orgettas, Judi Rodger, James Tozza, Filomena Tripp, Nancy Trzcinski, Naomi Goldberg, Thelma Williams, 

Ex-Officio Members Present: Naomi Goldberg, Thelma Williams,

Members Absent: Nanette Goodwin, Rebecca Gutman, Bonnie Jones

10:30 AM to 12:00PM SPIL Presentation and Public Comments
Jennifer Lee Rhambarose Vice-Chairperson of the SILC welcomed members and guests to this portion of the meeting. 

MCB Commissioner David D'Arcangelo took a few moments to introduce Thelma Williams as the new Ex-Officio representative from MCB to the SILC.  
Jennifer Lee reviewed the SILC’s obligation to monitor and review the State Plan for Independent Living.  The SILC invited speakers from the Independent Living Centers to speak on the work that they are doing to forward the SPIL Goals.   

MASILC Coordinator Sadie Simone read the SPIL goals for housing and introduced the first speakers Shaya French from the Boston Center for Independent Living and R. Feyman from the Disability Policy Consortium.  They presented on a pilot program with the Alternative Housing Voucher Program (AHVP) to provide 50 vouchers for people across Massachusetts who live in skilled nursing facilities and want to move out of the skilled nursing facilities and into their own apartment. This pilot is part of a larger project that began in 2014, to increase the funding for and availability of AHVP vouchers.  This project, HALT (Housing Advocacy Leadership Team) has helped to advocate for increases in funding bringing the number of available vouchers from 350 at its lowest point to 1400 if all were allocated. Currently the 50 vouchers have been allocated and the challenge will be to find suitable housing for each person. 

David Correia was introduced to speak about the ILC advocacy efforts on updating the Architectural Access Board Regulations.   
In 1968, Massachusetts led the nation's efforts to make communities accessible for all by creating the Massachusetts Architectural Access Board, which establishes and enforces building codes, that balances the interest of property owners and need for accessibility. Independent Living Centers have been working and advocating to update the Architectural Access Board regulations over the past 18 years. David discussed the advocacy strategy that ILC’s and other stakeholders are working on this session to support legislation to update the AAB. This session in the House two bills have been introduced.   been working with Independent Living Centers, Easterseals, and other stakeholders on working with our legislators, trying to educate them, trying to figure out how to get this bill through. House Bill 2419 focuses on updated the regulations around employee only spaces and House Bill 2420 updates the housing portion of the regulations.      

Sadie read the Transportation Goal and introduced Nancy Garr-Colzie and Mike Kennedy to speak about their work in the Worchester area. They spoke of their work as voting members of the Regional Transportation Advisory Board.  Both are voting members. They spoke specifically about success in advocating for fare free pilots and accessible on demand transportation. The area now has three accessible cabs via Yellow Cab.    
 
Sadie read the final goal on underserved populations and introduced June Sauvageau, executive director of NILP and Gabriel Fonseca also from NILP to give an overview of their pilot Recovery Learning Community with NILP and with Northern Essex Community College. This program came about as NILP looked to grow their workforce of peers to include persons with lived experience. What developed was a 16 credit course through NECC.  Gabriel gave an overview of the program requirements.  https://www.necc.mass.edu/learn/credit-programs/human-services/peer-recovery-specialist-certificate/ 
June and Gabriel answered some questions about outreach, how the program could be expanded, and how the program fits with the training the Transformation Center is doing. 

Following the presentations, the meeting was opened to public comments on the State Plan. 

The following are summaries of comments made during this portion of the meeting.

Joe Bellil- “I thought the speakers today were great.  I learned a lot. I think these goals are really important. I feel that transportation is really important.  In the Worcester area, it is great that Nancy and Mike have been involved in the Regional Transit Authority and their Advisory Board.  I see that a lot of advisory boards don't have folks with disabilities involved.  And I mean that is a voice that is really missing.  And these boards have a great deal of authority.  They have the ability to add new transportation programs. And one area in Worcester we are working on is on demand.  And on demand transportation, especially now and down the road will be even more important for our Independent Living, for employment reasons, and other purposes.  I feel it is just important for Independent Living Centers across the state to really try getting involved.  I don't think that it is easy.  I'm glad that the Statewide Independent Living Council has that as part of their statewide goals.  
Thelma Williams: I wanted to add something.  MCB is hosting an open house, actually a town hall very soon.  I don't have the exact date, but I can send that information to everyone, and Sadie I can send it to you to forward.  The MBTA will be there.  And representatives from the Ride.  We know this doesn't affect all of the regions, but it is a start, and we are hoping in the future to have other areas be a part of this town hall discussion.  


This portion of the meeting closed at 12:00PM the meeting resumed at 1:00PM 

Massachusetts Statewide Independent Living Council Quarterly Meeting
Wednesday, October 22nd, 2021
1:00 p.m.

Roll Call was taken and is noted at the beginning of this document. 
Nancy Trzcinski, MASILC Chairperson, opened the meeting with a general welcome. 

Review and approval of June 2021 Quarterly Meeting Minutes. 
Motion to approve, Joe Bellil, second Judi Rodger, motion approved with roll call vote.  

Chairs Report: 
Nancy Trzcinski reported on her activities as SILC Chair. This morning she participated in the Commission on the Status of Persons with Disabilities. Other activities will be discussed in more detail in other committee reports.  Nancy shared two items the SILC members needed to review and approve. The first is the schedule of CIL site reviews. Nancy asked the SILC Coordinator to read off the schedule which was also provided with the meeting materials. 
Motion to approve the schedule, Judi Rodger, second Andrew Carr, CIL site review schedule approved by roll call vote. 

The second issue that Nancy requested a review and vote are recommendations for open seats on other advisory councils. Both the State Rehabilitation Council and the Massachusetts Commission for the Blind Council have seats for SILC members.  Naomi Goldberg and Joe Bellil shared some information about their participation and experience on the State Rehabilitation Council. Two members, Jim Tozza and Coreen Brinkerhoff volunteered to be considered for the State Rehabilitation Council, Filomena Tripp volunteered to be considered for the MCB Council. 

The third council is the Human Service Transportation Committee.  This seat does not need to be a SILC member, the SILC only needs to recommend someone.  Nancy gave a brief overview of the history of the Committee and it’s work around the PT1 program.  Bill Henning, executive director of BCIL has put forth a consumer's name.     Millie Hernandez is a BCIL consumer.  A resident of Quincy. A person with multiple disabilities.  Latinx.  She is a PT1 user and has been an advocate for improved services in this program.  Courtland Townes III commented that he would vouch for her.   Nancy asked for other recommendations from the floor, none were noted.  Nancy asked for a vote on the individuals who were presented or volunteered. 
SRC Council – Jim Tozza and Coreen Brinkerhoff
MCB Filomena Tripp
Human Service Transportation Committee – Millie Hernandez

Betty King made a motion to accept the Chair’s report including the recommendations for committee’s and councils, Jennifer Lee-Rhambarose seconded the motion.  The motion passed by roll call. 
Mary Dennesen abstained from voting.  
 
 Pie Committee Report
David Correia gave a brief report on the PIE Committee.  The last meeting of the PIE Committee was in July.  The meeting focused on sharing information and changes in the PCA program, particularly around the fiscal intermediary. Information on EVV was also shared.  
This was an update only with no action items, no vote was taken. 

Nominations and Development Committee Report
Steve Higgins gave the nominations and development committee report.  Sadie will be reaching out to members whose appointments will be expiring at the end of this year. Those individuals who would like to continue to serve will go through the re-appointment process.  Steve presented the proposed policy on CIL appointee rotation to the SILC.  A document with the proposed rotation as well as a brief overview was part of the package of materials for today’s meeting. This policy would be added to the SILC Policy and Procedure manual.  Steve asked for a motion to approve the policy as presented in writing to the SILC membership. 
Motion to approve, Nancy Trzcinski, second Mark Lewis.  
Mary Dennesen asked for clarification of the policy. Steve noted that we are not changing the Federal Law, we are establishing a policy for prioritizing which Centers for Independent Living get appointments when there is a vacancy.  
The vote continued by roll call.  The motion passed with a roll call vote.  Mary Dennesen abstained.  
Steve provided an update on the nominee sent to the Governor’s Office of Boards and Commissions following the last meeting.  The Office declined to pursue the nomination.  No information was provided regarding the reason.  
 
 Treasure’s Report 
Mark Lewis presented on three items; the FFY21 Third Quarter Report, the potential roll-over and the FY22 Budget.  He summarized the areas that continue to be underspent in the third quarter.  A change in telephone providers significantly reduced the expenditures in that line item.  Because the SILC is not meeting in person transportation costs and meeting costs remain lower than usual.  
 
Mark reviewed the proposed FFY22 budget, which was included in the meeting materials.  In addition to the funds allocated for FFY22 the SILC is anticipating approximately $10,000 in roll over funds from the previous FFY allocation.  The SILC also has about $10,000 in earned funds from the Consumer Conference.  The Finance Committee has two options for spending these funds in addition to the annual operating expenses.  The first would be a conference either in the Spring or Fall of 22.  We have not been able to hold the conference in the last two years. The other option would be to hire a consultant to put together a study or report on Independent Living Centers using the census data. Mark opened the floor to discussion.  Several people noted concerns with having an in-person conference due to the continuing uncertainty of COVID-19. 
Steve Higgins, Nancy Trzcinski and Andrew Carr spoke briefly on the potential benefits of a study. Steve, in particular noted possibly looking more closely at unserved and underserved populations and the benefits of having a better understanding of these groups.  Joe Bellil spoke about the benefits of having a conference, and the potential to have a virtual conference. A virtual conference would require additional support to run. 

Lisa Orgettas made a motion to vote on preference for use of roll-over and additional funds, Jennifer Lee-Rhambarose seconded the motion.  The vote was clarified as a vote for a conference or a study.  The final amount available would be determined and voted on again in December. 
A roll call vote was taken for the two options. Twelve members voted for the study and one for the conference
 Mark moved on to the FFY22 budget.  He noted that the materials sent previously included comparisons to actual spending over the last few FFY’s. Changes in the proposed line item allocations include the reduction in telephone costs and plan for two in person meetings; allowing for reduction in allocations in transportation and Quarterly Meeting line items. This year the finance committee is also proposing a change to the membership line item, changing it to memberships and subscriptions.  This would include NASILC (the National Association of SILC’s) which is new this year as well as NICL. IT would also include some technology subscriptions that have been previously put in other line items.  No questions on the budget. 
Motion to accept the FFY22 budget Jim Tozza, second Steve Higgins. Motion carried by roll call vote. 
 
Part B Funds
Anna Herman gave the Quarterly Part B Report.  Data was provided in the meeting materials.  Background information on how funds are allocated were provided first. Anna reviewed how much of the funds each center, MCB and Deaf Inc. had expended as of the end of the third quarter of FFY21.  These funds represent expenses billed for and reimbursed during this period. 
Election of Officers
Steve Higgins reviewed the slate of officers that was submitted by the Nominations and Development Committee and provided to members in the meeting documents.  He reviewed the procedure of accepting nominations from the floor and how membership would vote by roll call in the event of multiple people running for one position.  The floor was opened to nominations for each position. No additional nominations were made. The slate would be for Chairperson, Nancy Trzcinski.  For Vice Chairperson, Jennifer Lee Rhambarose.  For Treasurer, Nancy Garr‑Colzie.  And for Secretary, James Tozza.  

Steve asked to entertain a motion from the floor that the Secretary cast one ballot to elect the slate of officers by acclimation.  
Motion was made by Betty King, second Joe Bellil, motion to elect the slate of officers passed by roll call vote.  Thirteen affirmative votes, no negative and no abstentions. 

Steve welcomed the new officers and thanked Mark Lewis for his two years of service as treasurer. 
This concluded the formal agenda.  Nancy Trzcinksi opened the floor to general announcements. 
Courtland Townes III shared information about an open meeting on PCA regulations that would be held in two days.  
 
Meeting Adjourned 2:35 PM 



	MASILC FFY21 Fourth Quarter Report

	
	
	
	
	

	Line Item
	Budget
	 October 1, 2020- September 30, 2021
	Remainder
	Percent Expended

	Consultants
	$80,108.00
	$79,733.02
	$374.98
	100%

	SILC Travel/conferences
	$8,000.00
	$1,105.00
	$6,895.00
	14%

	Quarterly meetings
	$3,000.00
	$1,362.26
	$1,637.74
	45%

	PIE Committee 
	$2,500.00
	$795.00
	$1,705.00
	32%

	Meeting Transportation
	$2,500.00
	$0.00
	$2,500.00
	0%

	AT Loan 
	$1,250.00
	$0.00
	$1,250.00
	0%

	Reasonable Accomm. Aides
	$750.00
	$0.00
	$750.00
	0%

	ASL Interpreters
	$3,000.00
	$1,776.25
	$1,223.75
	59%

	CART Reporters
	$5,500.00
	$1,795.00
	$3,705.00
	33%

	Supplies & Postage
	$1,500.00
	$289.43
	$1,210.57
	19%

	Telephone & Teleconferencing
	$4,800.00
	$2,514.37
	$2,285.63
	52%

	SILC Webpage
	$1,000.00
	$1,000.00
	$0.00
	100%

	Copying/Printing
	$1,000.00
	$233.22
	$766.78
	23%

	Non-Capital Expenses
	$0.00
	 
	$0.00
	0%

	Special Events
	$19,058.50
	$9,281.25
	$9,777.25
	49%

	SPIL Public Input
	$5,000.00
	$1,583.50
	$3,416.50
	32%

	SILC 2020 IL Education 
	$3,523.00
	$1,525.00
	$1,998.00
	43%

	Membership Dues
	$300.00
	$300.00
	$0.00
	100%

	Admin Support & Office Space
	$24,000.00
	$24,000.00
	$0.00
	100%

	TOTAL
	$166,789.50
	$127,293.30
	$39,496.20
	76%
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Project Goal/ Scope of Services

MASILC is seeking consulting services to provide a statewide community needs assessment specific to persons with disabilities living in Massachusetts. Independent Living Centers are serving 1-2% of the population of persons with disabilities across the state. This needs assessment would identify individuals with disabilities that would benefit from Independent Living Center Services that are currently unserved or underserved.  Information from this needs assessment will be used in the strategic planning for Independent Living Services for people with disabilities across the State. The key functions of such a community needs assessment includes:

· Utilize recent census data, data from Independent Living Centers and survey methods to identify underserved and unserved populations. 
· Identify unserved and underserved populations by language or ethnic groups, areas of the state urban or rural, disability type, who would benefit from services. 
· Identifying barriers to providing or receiving services 
· Identify the needs of unserved and underserved individuals
· Identify improvements to services or outreach 

Contract Period 

The Community Needs assessment will be conducted from March 21, 2021 through September 30, 2021.  Contracts will be administered through Metro West Center for Independent Living the fiscal sponsor of MASILC. 

Deliverables
· Community Needs Assessment of Massachusetts by CIL catchment areas that identifies unserved and underserved populations, barriers to service and outreach recommendations in an ADA compliant PDF. 
Important Dates
•	Request for Proposals Released January 5, 2022
•	January 15th 2022 Deadline to submit questions about the RFP
•	January 30th 2022 Response to questions posted on MASILC website
•	February 18, 2022 5PM: proposals due
•	March 21, 2022 vendor notified and contract process begins
•	August 15, 2022 final report submitted
•	September 2022 (Date to be Determined) Vendor presents final report at MASILC annual meeting
 




MASILC FFY22 Budget 

	
	 FFY22 
	
	
	

	funding amounts
	 $    155,731.00 
	FFY20
	 $ 10,947.40 
	   

	Line Item
	 Budget 
	 Rollover 
	 Other 
	 Total  

	Consultants
	$82,000.00
	 
	 
	$82,000.00

	SILC Travel/conferences
	$12,000.00
	 
	 
	$12,000.00

	Quarterly meetings
	$1,200.00
	 
	 
	$1,200.00

	PIE Committee 
	$2,500.00
	 
	 
	$2,500.00

	Meeting Transportation
	$2,800.00
	 
	 
	$2,800.00

	Assistive Technology Loans
	$1,250.00
	 
	 
	$1,250.00

	Reasonable Accomm. Aides
	$750.00
	 
	 
	$750.00

	ASL Interpreters
	$3,000.00
	 
	 
	$3,000.00

	CART Reporters
	$5,500.00
	 
	 
	$5,500.00

	Supplies & Postage
	$1,500.00
	 
	 
	$1,500.00

	Telephone & Teleconferencing
	$1,825.00
	 
	 
	$1,825.00

	SILC Webpage
	$1,000.00
	 
	 
	$1,000.00

	Copying/Printing
	$1,000.00
	 
	 
	$1,000.00

	Non-Capital Expenses
	$0.00
	 
	 
	$0.00

	Special Events
	$6,283.00
	 
	 
	$6,283.00

	SPIL Public Input
	$4,000.00
	 
	 
	$4,000.00

	SILC 2021 IL Education 
	$3,523.00
	 
	 
	$3,523.00

	SILC Special Projects/ pending vote
	$852.00
	$13,244.70
	 $ 10,947.40 
	$25,044.10

	Membership Dues and subscriptions
	$1,600.00
	 
	 
	$1,600.00

	Admin Support & Office Space
	$24,000.00
	 
	 
	$24,000.00

	TOTAL
	$156,583.00
	$13,244.70
	$10,947.40
	$180,775.10
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SILC Coordinator 
Coordinator Report 
September-December 2021

From: Sadie Simone, SILC Coordinator
Date: November 23, 2021
Re: Coordinator Activities


Finance  
· Approved invoices for MWCIL, Updated Spreadsheet
· Finance Committee Meeting – Final FFY2021 budget actuals  
· Finance Committee Meeting- Updated recommendations for FFY22 


Nominations Committee
· Finalized Intro to SILC’s training video. Posted on website
· Updated Governor’s Office of Boards and Commissions regarding 

SPIL 
· Site review STAVROS ongoing follow-up meetings
· November SPIL Committee Meeting 
· Draft 704 Report 

PIE 
· Meeting 10/27/20, 11/17/21

SPECIAL Events 
Independent Living Education Day- Quarterly Meeting Discussion 

Other: 

· General Mailing/ Email to MASILC Members 
· Updating Website with Meeting information
· Coordinate Monthly IL Director Meeting
· Planning for SILC study
· Planning for Quarterly Meeting 
· NASILC Quarterly Meeting 
· CHAPA Policy Council Meeting
· Collaboration with Jennifer Howell EOHHS on Disability Housing Manager Webinar 
· Planning Discussion with DTA
· OILP (ACL) Quarterly Meeting 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
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